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I N S I D E

Sowing Prosperity: Integrated Farming

A total of eight Integrated Farming System (IFS)
training sessions were organised in the

Chittorgarh district in collaboration with the
knowledge partner, Maharana Pratap University of
Agriculture and Technology, under the project
Improving Farm Incomes and Resilience of Farmers
through Technology Dissemination and Value
Addition, implemented under the Strengthening,
Upscaling and Nurturing Innovations for Livelihoods
(SUNIL) initiative.

The training sessions aimed to educate farmers
on integrating different agricultural activities to
enhance productivity, increase incomes and
improve resi lience. The sessions included
demonstrations and discussions on crop
management, livestock management, soil health,
waste management, livelihood improvement,
organic farming, poultry and dairy farming, among
other topics.

Success stories were also documented from
farmers who had adopted integrated farming
practices and drudgery-reduction tools. Several farmers began adopting improved agricultural practices to enhance
their incomes. A total of 465 farmers participated in the training sessions.

Bridging Voices: Healthier Communities

Under the project Improving Access to Quality Health Services through
Community Engagement, community and stakeholder interface meetings

were organised in Banswara and Pratapgarh to promote a healthier and more
equitable healthcare system, ensuring access to quality healthcare services
and fostering trust and transparency between patients and healthcare
providers.

The meetings provided a platform to discuss healthcare delivery challenges,
project activities and expected outcomes. Key issues included maternal and
child health, malnutrition, institutional deliveries, early pregnancies, family
welfare, the use of iron and folic acid supplements, the role of unregistered
health practitioners, shortages of doctors in hospitals, the observance of
Maternal and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) Days, and the responsibilities
of paramedical staff.

Child Health Officers shared information about available health services
and emphasised the need to continue efforts to address malnutrition, prevent
blindness, control tuberculosis and strengthen immunisation services. A total
of 100 meetings were conducted, with 4,505 participants.
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PROGRAMMES & INTERVENTIONS

Growing Together: Sustainable FPOs

A total of 34 Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) have been formed and are being supported to promote
sustainable, income-oriented farming and the overall socio-economic development and well-being of agrarian

communities. The initiative focuses on enhancing agricultural productivity, improving returns, strengthening market
linkages, building entrepreneurial capacities and promoting self-reliance among small and marginal farmers, women
and landless farmers.

Of the 34 FPOs, 32 have
established credit linkages with
various financial institutions,
including NABKISAN, NCDC, AU
Small Finance Bank and Samunnati.
These linkages have facilitated
access to a total of B2.80 crore to
support input and output
businesses and establish
processing units.

FPOs have also received training
in agricultural technologies, business development and marketing to strengthen their sustainability. They are
leveraging digital platforms, including the Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) and the Electronic National
Agriculture Market (e-NAM), to expand market access and enhance farmers’ incomes.

Currently, the 34 FPOs operate across five districts and have a combined membership of 24,631 members. Their
aggregate business turnover stands at approximately B46 crore.

Powering Livelihoods: Clean Energy

District-level workshops on Strengthening Convergence for Scaling Clean Energy-Powered Livelihoods were
organised on August 18 and 20, 2026 in Bhilwara and Chittorgarh, respectively. The workshops brought together

stakeholders from government departments, financial institutions, development organisations and rural livelihood
institutions to explore ways to strengthen green rural livelihoods through clean energy-powered solutions.

The technologies discussed included solar dryers, solar sprayers, solar-powered cold storage facilities and small-
scale horticultural processing equipment. The initiative contributes to the vision of Viksit Rajasthan@2047, with an
emphasis on sustainable rural development.

Participants included officials and representatives from the Agriculture and Horticulture Departments, Agricultural
Technology Management Agency (ATMA), Lead Bank, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, State Livelihoods Mission, Custard Apple
Research Centre, dairy cooperatives, FPOs and Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

The discussions focused on strengthening coordination, facilitating stakeholder engagement and supporting
effective project implementation. Stakeholders also deliberated on generating demand for decentralised renewable
energy (DRE) products, establishing Custom Hiring Centres and developing clusters to facilitate demonstration visits
for champion farmers. A total of 40 participants attended the workshops.
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Sharing Knowledge: Better Healthcare

A Health Stakeholder Dissemination Meeting was organised in Pratapgarh on July 04, 2026. Dr S. N. Dholpuria,
Joint Director, and Dr Narendra Singh, State Programme Manager, from the Department of Medical, Health and

Family Welfare, Government of Rajasthan, travelled from Jaipur to attend the meeting.
Other distinguished speakers included Dr

Jeevraj Meena, Chief Medical and Health Officer
(CMHO), Pratapgarh; Dr Dinesh Bhabor,
Reproductive and Child Health Officer (RCHO),
Banswara; Dr Karan Singh Damor, Deputy Director,
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS); and
Dr C. P. Meena, Assistant State Programme Officer
(ASPO), National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP).

The speakers appreciated CUTS’ efforts under
the project and assured their support for its
activities. The meeting facilitated the exchange of
information and strengthened engagement among
healthcare stakeholders, community
representatives and civil society organisations.

A total of 90 participants, including members
of the target communities, Panchayati Raj
representatives and civil society organisations from
various divisions of Rajasthan, attended the
programme.

• Bipul Chattopadhyay, along with Gauhar Mahmood
and Madan Giri Goswami, visited Hindustan Zinc
Limited (HZL), Udaipur; MP Birla, Chanderia; Aditya
Birla, Chittorgarh; Nuvoco V istas Corporation
Limited (NUVOCO), Nimbahera; and the Directorate
of Education Extension, Maharana Pratap University
of Agriculture and Technology (MPUAT), Udaipur, to
explore potential collaborations with these
institutions.

• Gauhar Mahmood attended the Science Advisory
Committee meeting of Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK),
Dungarpur, attended by Dr Pratap Singh, V ice-
Chancellor, MPUAT. The meeting was chaired by Dr
R L Soni, Director, Directorate of Education Extension
(DEE), MPUAT, and focused on agricultural activities.

• Gauhar Mahmood attended a meeting of the Hit-and-
Run Motor Vehicle Committee at the District
Collectorate, Chittorgarh. Chaired by the Additional
District Magistrate, the meeting was attended by
representatives from the Insurance Department,
Police, Health and Legal Departments, and CUTS.
Discussions focused on accident insurance and
compensation claims by victims’ families.

REPRESENTATIONS

• Madan Giri and Gauhar Mahmood held meetings
with representatives from the Agriculture and
Horticulture Departments, KVK and the Custard
Apple Excellence Centre to discuss input and output
linkages for FPOs, the establishment of processing
units, the provision of training by relevant
departments, and linkages with government
schemes.

• Madan Giri and Narbada Choubisa visited FPOs in
the project districts to assist with the preparation of
accounting books, updating of management
information systems (MIS), and implementation of
management cost applications.

• Gauhar Mahmood attended a consumer outreach
activity organised by the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) in Suwana block, Bhilwara
on August 11, 2026. A total of 200 consumers
participated.

• Gauhar Mahmood attended a meeting of NGOs
organised by the Azim Premji Foundation in
Chittorgarh. The meeting focused on educational
programmes and available scholarships for pursuing
undergraduate courses.
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NETWORKING VISITORS

• Manju Chowdhry, District Collector, Chittorgarh, and Madhu Gehlot, Additional District Magistrate (ADM),
Chittorgarh.

• R L Soni, Director, Directorate of Extension Education, Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture and Technology
(MPUAT), Udaipur.

• Kapil Ameta, Head, Department of Horticulture, MPUAT, Udaipur, and Adarsh Sharma, Programme Officer, SUNIL-
DST Project.

• District Development Managers of National bank for Agricultural and Rural Development (NABARD) in Chittorgarh,
Bhilwara and Banswara.

• Rajender Solanki, Scientist, along with Deepa Indoria and Sanjay Dhakad, representing KVKs.
• Yogesh Kanojia and Ramawatar Damor, representing KVKs in Pratapgarh, in connection with the oilseed

programme.
• District Managers of Rajeevika in Chittorgarh, Bhilwara and Banswara.
• Shanker Lal Jat, Joint Director, Agriculture Extension, invited to the training on Powering Livelihoods.
• Kuldeep Singh Chandrawat, Project Director, Agricultural Technology Management Agency (ATMA), Chittorgarh.

MEDIA
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