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Strengthening Rural Health Through Community Partnerships

A State-Level Dissemination Meeting on “Improving Access to Quality Health through Community Engagement”
(IAHS) in the Pratapgarh and Banswara districts of Rajasthan was held in Pratapgarh on June 04, 2026.

The meeting was attended by Dr S N Dholpuria,
Joint Director, and Dr Narendra Singh, State
Programme Manager, Department of Medical,
Health & Family Welfare, Government of Rajasthan.
The guest speakers included Dr Jeevraj Meena,
Chief Medical & Health Officer, Pratapgarh; Dr
Dinesh Bhabor, Reproductive and Child Health
Officer, Banswara; Dr. Karan Singh Damor, Deputy
Director, Integrated Child Development Services;
and Dr. C P Meena, Assistant State Programme
Officer, National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme.

The speakers appreciated the CUTS project and
assured their continued support for its activities.
Madan Lal Keer delivered the welcome address and
outlined the meeting’s objectives. Amar Deep Singh presented the project’s findings, identified gaps, and highlighted
its impact.

The guest speakers shared their views on key health-related issues. Madan Giri Goswami facilitated the open-
house question-and-answer session, while Gauhar Mahmood delivered the concluding remarks and proposed the
vote of thanks.

A total of 90 participants, including members of the target communities, Panchayati Raj representatives, and
civil society organisations from different divisions of Rajasthan, attended the programme.

From Seeds to Success: Empowering Farmers

The Farmers Producer Organisations (FPOs) project aims to promote
sustainable, income-oriented farming, improve the socio-economic well-

being of agrarian communities, enhance agricultural productivity, strengthen
market linkages, and build entrepreneurship skills for self-sustaining farmer
institutions.

A total of 34 FPOs, comprising approximately 25,000 farmers, have been
supported under the project. The FPOs have obtained various business
licences, including those for seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, and FSSAI
certification. They have also secured credit linkages of around ¹ 2 crore from
financial institutions to support input and output business activities.

The FPOs market their produce through the Electronic National Agriculture
Market (e-NAM), the Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC), and local
markets to enhance farmers’ incomes. Collectively, they have generated a
business turnover of approximately ¹ 46 crore through online and offline sales.
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PROGRAMMES & INTERVENTIONS

Communities in Dialogue, Health in Action

Stakeholder and Community Interface Meetings were
 organised to promote discussion, collaboration, and

collective action for improving healthcare delivery. The
meetings explained the project’s objectives, activities, and
expected outcomes. Discussions covered access to health
services, causes of malnutrition, institutional deliveries,
early pregnancy, family welfare, anaemia, and the
importance of iron-folic acid supplementation.

Participants were also informed about the risks of
consulting unregistered medical practitioners, the shortage
of doctors in hospitals, the significance of observing
Maternal and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) Day, and the role of paramedical staff in healthcare delivery.

Child Health Officers provided information on government health services and encouraged continued efforts to
reduce malnutrition, prevent blindness, control tuberculosis, and strengthen immunisation coverage. A total of
100 meetings were conducted, with participation from approximately 3,100 women and 1,500 men.

Voices of Care, Guardians of Health

A total of 100 Citizen Health Oversight Committees were formed, and regular follow-up meetings were conducted.
    Medical officers, local Auxiliary Nurse Midwives and General Nursing and Midwives, and Anganwadi workers

participated as resource persons. They provided detailed information on the project’s objectives, proposed activities,
expected outcomes, government health schemes, and
available health services. The sessions also explained
the roles and responsibilities of healthcare personnel
in ensuring access to quality health services in remote
tribal areas.

During the follow-up meetings, committee
members reported that they had been regularly
informing villagers about government health schemes
and entitlements, leading to increased awareness and
improved utilisation of health services. Approximately
3,600 participants attended these meetings, including
2,500 women and 1,100 men.

Clean Energy, Brighter Livelihoods

The Powering Livelihoods State-Level Consultation was organised in Jaipur in collaboration with CUTS, Council on
Energy, Environment and Water, and the Villgro Foundation on June 03, 2026.
The event featured Ajay Pachauri, Additional Director, Department of Agriculture; Rajeev Baranwal, Deputy

General Manager, National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development; S S Rathore, Scientist and Head, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Jaipur; Nishant Sharma, Team Lead, PM Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises; and
Ravindra Nath. Bipul Chattopadhyay, Executive Director, CUTS, delivered the welcome address.

The consultation discussed initiatives to strengthen the rural economy by scaling up clean energy-powered
livelihood appliances. The programme aims to support women entrepreneurs and small and marginal farmers
through enterprise development, product enhancement, commercial deployment, evidence generation, knowledge
dissemination, and sectoral partnerships. A total of 32 participants attended the consultation.
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Sunflowers of Hope, Fields of Prosperity

The Area Expansion of Groundnut and Sunflower Oilseeds in Rice Fallow Areas project is being implemented in
Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, and Udaipur with support from the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-

Arid Tropics (ICRISAT).
Field-level demonstrations were conducted over 1,000 hectares of sunflower, benefiting 1,878 farmers. Farmers’

data, including registrations and geo-polygons, were updated on the Krishi Mapper platform.

Farmers cultivated sunflower as a high-value crop that provides better market returns, acts as a natural pest and
weed suppressant, and improves soil health through deep-root aeration. Sunflower meal also serves as a profitable
source of animal feed. Farmers expressed satisfaction with adopting the new crop and received better prices for
their produce in the market.

Nurturing Health, Inspiring Learning

The “Swasth aur Shikshit Gaon”
initiative was implemented in

Bhilwara with support from Swaraj
Suiting under its CSR programme.

The initiative addressed key issues
related to health, hygiene, nutrition,
sanitation, and access to education in
rural communities. By combining
awareness activities with educational
support, the project aimed to create
both immediate and long-term
positive impacts. It reflected the
company’s commitment to improving
the health, education, and overall
well-being of rural communities.

Awareness programmes were organised in schools and Anganwadi centres, where 350 school bags and educational
materials were distributed to children.

The initiative contributed to building healthier, better-educated, and more confident communities in Bhilwara.
Based on the success of the first phase and the positive response from the community, the project plans to expand
its activities with new interventions in the next financial year. The Utilisation Certificate and Narrative Report were
submitted in April 2026.
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Training Minds, Powering Futures

A Training of Trainers (ToT) programme was organised in Jaipur on April 23, 2026. Solar technology partners
 conducted technical sessions on products under the Powering Livelihoods initiative and delivered structured

sales pitches. The participants were trained to act as field-level executives responsible for lead generation, sales,
and capacity building of farmers to strengthen last-mile outreach.

The training covered project objectives, expected outcomes, the roles of ToTs and partner organisations, and
detailed product demonstrations. Niyo Farm Tech Limited presented sessions on solar sprayers, including product
specifications, features, comparisons with conventional products, benefits, after-sales service, sales techniques,
and available government schemes.

SaptKrishi introduced Sabji Kothi, explaining its usage, benefits, comparison with traditional storage methods,
after-sales service, sales strategies, and available schemes. Rudra Solar demonstrated hybrid solar dryers, highlighting
their features, working mechanism, pricing, and quality advantages. Raheja Solar presented solar dryers, focusing
on product differentiation, rural benefits, after-sales support, marketing platforms, and government schemes.

Each session concluded with an open question-and-answer discussion. A total of 35 participants, including
representatives of 21 FPOs, Self Help Groups, and individual farmers from Bhilwara and Chittorgarh districts, attended
the training.

• Gauhar Mahmood attended a meeting chaired by the District Collector, Chittorgarh, on the
Toshan Nidhi Scheme, a welfare initiative that provides financial assistance and compensation
to road accident victims and their dependants, particularly in hit-and-run cases, ensuring
prompt relief.

• Madan Giri attended a Farmer Producer Company meeting with Chief Executive Officers
and Directors, along with representatives from line departments, including NABARD, the
Department of Agriculture, KVKs, the Department of Horticulture, and e-NAM.

• Madan Lal Keer, Madan Giri Goswami, and Gauhar Mahmood held several meetings with
officials from the Health Departments of Banswara and Pratapgarh regarding the IAHS Project
and to invite them to the State-Level Health Meeting on June 04, 2026.

• Madan Giri Goswami, Gaytri Moud, and Surender Singh facilitated the Vande Ganga Jal
Sanrakshan Abhiyan in Lasadiya Block. They informed community members about the
campaign, its objectives, and importance for water conservation.

• Two Chief Executive Officers of FPOs from Pratapgarh attended a training programme on
the Development of Agri and Allied Value Chains at the Bankers Institute of Rural
Development, Lucknow, from May 11-13, 2026.

REPRESENTATIONS

NETWORKING VISITORS

• The ICRISAT team visited Rajasthan and Gujarat to shoot a documentary on the project
during April 08-15, 2026. The team documented the project’s progress, success stories,
best practices, and key outcomes. Farmers expressed satisfaction with the quality oilseed
varieties provided and shared positive feedback during the filming.

• The Azim Premji Foundation team from Banswara attended a health meeting organised
under the IAHS Project on May 08, 2026.

• Officials from Srijan NGO, Rajasthan, visited the Bassi and Talwara FPOs to provide technical
support for strengthening and making the FPOs sustainable.

PROGRAMMES & INTERVENTIONS
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