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THE HINDU, Monday, February 23, 2004

Furthering Gandhi'’s
vision of village
republics

T A time when no newspaper used

to reach remote villages of any State [

in the country, Pradeep Mehta start-
ed publishing a poster-sized news-
paper from Jaipur called “Gram Gadar”
(Village Revolution). Soon, this wall-newspa-
per became very popular in rural areas of
Rajasthan and sgeing the growing demand
of “Gram Gadat”, Mr. Mehta established
Consumer Unity and Trust Socne[y (CUTS).
While the publication of “Gram ‘Gadar”
was discontinued for a while, CUTS re-
Jaunched this popular wall newspaper in Ja-
nuary 1994 with support from the Ford
Foundation. “The main objectives of Gram
Gadar has been to increase the awareness of
the poor people of the village and weaker
sections of society, especially the oppressed
classes like the tribals, scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes,” says Mr. Mehta, adding it
also aims to awaken and educate the rural
women about their legal and constitutional
rights and encourage them to fight for it by
providing legal information to them. For this
purpose, “Gram Gadar” has two sections ~
“Consumer Decisions” and “Legal Rights”.
Now celebrating its 20th anniversary,
“Gram Gadar” —~ which has inspired many
. other wall newspapers and alternate maga-
zines in the rural areas of the country — pub-

lishes, the general problems of the rural |

people in the form of news reports to pre-
pare villagers for the changing times and
awaken them. It also informs villagers about
the rural development schemes of the Gov-
ernment; analyses these schemes; encourag-
es them to work together by coalescing
them; draws their attention towards the
health and health-related problems of the
village; educate and sensitise them about the
basic needs and draw the attention of the
local administration to these issues.

Villagers reading ‘Gram Gadar’, a wall-newspaper.

. “Gram Gadar” is sent every month to peo-
ple in the rural areas of Chittorgarh, Ajmer,
Bundi, Bhilwara, Udaipur and Kofa districts
in Rajasthan. And without doubt, the adage

“Information is Power” has been proved
right through this wall-newspaper. Rural
people are now better informed about their
nghts and they find consumer court deci-
sions and other legal information published
in different editions of “Gram Gadar” very
interesting.

Also, the arrival of “Gram Gadar” in vari-
ous rural areas and questions raised under
the 'ngram section has'led to an increased
activity in the working of the Government
departments. Where mere announcements

of various schemes were made, now the bu-
reaucrats are busy in 1mplementmg them.
And vyes, readers of “Gram Gadar” now
strongly believe that this would help in re-
moving the inertia of the Government de-
partments and undertakings. Truly, “Gram
Gadar” has in its own way furthered Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s vision of village republics.

By K Kannan
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